R EHE BRI REHINER T ALY

A specialized body authorized by the Chinese Ministry of Education for
verifying any certificates or diplomas awarded in China
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Higher Education Qualification Certificates inquiries
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China’s only database for information of the country’s Higher
Education Qualification Certificates
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B What is qualification level?
Qualification level refers to a person’s experiences of acquiring scientific and cultural educa-
tion or training at educational institutions. Students attain corresponding qualification levels
depending on the levels of the school or training they have attended. Higher education quali-
fication certificates (abbreviated as HEQC in the following), also known as diplomas of quali-
fications or graduation diplomas, are state-recognized evidences of their holders having re-
ceived higher education.
China’'s HEQC system has been in force since 1950 in line with the Tentative Regulations on
the Conferment of Certificates upon Graduates by Higher Education Institutions, promulgated
in June that year by the Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China. In China’s
national educational system today, HEQC are conferred on graduates of the following four
levels of courses of studies: vocational training, undergraduate, master and doctor; In terms of
series of HEQC, they cover these six courses: vocational training, undergraduate, second
bachelor’s, diplomas of researcher’s classes (which no longer exist now), master’s and doctor’s;
China’s HEQC have three categories: for graduates of regular higher education, adult higher
education and self-taught higher education examinations students; In terms of the length of
courses, a vocational training is two or three years, undergraduate is four years (or for medi-
cine five), master’s two-and-a-half or three, and doctor’s three to five.
Qualified regular, adult and private institutions of higher education that have had the approval
of relevant national educational administrative authorities confer HEQC. Provincial Self-taught
Higher Education Examinations Committees and their associate colleges jointly confer self-
taught graduation certificates.
Until 1993, HEQC had been printed by conferring institutions themselves. Those for adults
(from 1993) and those for regular higher learning students (from 1994) were printed by the
Ministry of Education. In 2000, the Ministry established an electronic registration system for
regular HEQC, no longer printing them for nationwide use. Then, individual institutions printed
and conferred them and were obliged to report their conferment to the national educational
administrative authorities for the purpose of electronic registration and online inquiry. Since
2001, all HEQC in the country have been electronically registered.

B What are academic degrees?
Since 1981, at the same time when the HEQC system was implemented, an academic de-
gree system was also launched. Academic degrees are academic titles that indicate that the
conferees’ education and academic qualifications have attained specific levels. China’s aca-
demic degrees are the bachelor’s, master’s and doctor’s degrees.

B Graduation diplomas and degree certificates: their associations and differences

When a college or university student or a postgraduate has graduated, they are conferred
upon degree certificates as well as graduation diplomas. As there are no degrees available for
vocational training courses, their graduates get only graduation diplomas, not degree
certificates. Academic degree certificates are different from diplomas. You can apply for degrees.
Degree certificate holders do not necessarily have graduation diplomas, i.e., they may not be
have been conferred on a diploma, while graduation diploma holders are not necessarily
qualified for a degree certificate. As far as their content is concerned, the degree certificate
and the diploma are very much the same.
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China Higher-education Student Information and Career Center (abbreviated as CHESICC in
the following) is an authoritative institution directly under the Chinese Ministry of Education,
specializing in information service and career guidance for students of higher education
institutions. Founded in February 1991 as the National Career Center for College and Univer-
sity Students, it took the present name in 1998. CHESICC's directorship is concurrently taken
by the director of the Department of College and University Student Affairs of the Chinese
Ministry of Education.

B CHESICC's primary functions

1. In charge of the technical and day-to-day work involved in the verification and recording of
the electronic registration of higher education qualification certificates(HEQC) of the whole
country, and provision of services for online certificates or diplomas inquiries and verifications;
2. In charge of the establishment of inquiry systems for the country’s HEQC and personal infor-
mation of students who have borrowed National Student Loan (Credit File on Tertiary Students);
3. In charge of the establishment of the China Higher-education Student Information Website
(www.chsi.com.cn) and the China Postgraduate Enrollment Information Website (www.chinayz.
com.cn) ;

4. In charge of giving career guidance to graduates from higher education institutions nationwide.
CHESICC is a Ministry of Education-authorized specialized organization for the verification of
higher education qualification certificates or diplomas awarded in China. The http://www.chsi.
com.cn website run by CHESICC is the only one designated by the Ministry for HEQC inquires
(only inquires in Chinese available). It also serves as the platform for electronic government of
the Department of College and University Student Affairs of the Ministry.

Since 2001, following the official launch of its information services, CHESICC, closely centering
on the requirements of “establishing, for higher education institutions nationwide, an integrative
management information system that will cover distance enrollment, computerization of student
registrations and diplomas, and employment information for graduates,” as put forward in the
Action Plan for the Revitalization of Education for the 21st Century, which was approved
by the State Council and circulated by order of it, has actively accelerated the establishment of
platforms of electronic government and social services. Several years’ endeavors have, by
now, led to the establishment of a large-scale comprehensive data warehouse integrating infor-
mation on higher education enrollment, student registrations and diplomas, graduates’
employment, and on students who have taken out National Student Loan. The http://www.chsi.
com.cn and the http://www.chinayz.com.cn websites have opened various electronic govern-
ment systems and information service systems, such as inquiry systems for higher education
qualification certificates, for information of students who have taken out National Student Loan,
online management information system for student registrations and academic records, online
application system for master’s entrance examinations, bulletin board system for higher educa-
tion institutions, online consultation system, comprehensive reference system for options for
entrance examination candidates, systems for job seeking and recruitment, for inquiries about
undergraduates throughout the country, and for tertiary graduate resources. CHESICC has
successfully carried out Ministry of Education online consultation weeks on the Joint-University
Entrance Exam. Integrated system as proposed by the Action Program has by and large been
established; and systems for information services open to the public have in the main taken
shape.
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CHESICC's organizational structure chart

of student information service
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B State Council leaders’ instructions on electronic registration of higher educa-
tion qualification certificates

Leaders of the State Council, out of their deep concern about the rampant forging of
diplomas, have made several instructions:

In March 1998, that a system for student registration, pre-verification and filing of
student academic records should be established and opened to public inquiries through
electronic means; In January 2001, that an online diploma inquiry system should be
established and opened to the public so that forgers will get duly punished; And in
February 2001, that the establishment of an online diploma inquiry system should be
expedited so as to stem the tide of forging.

.‘-
S

B Electronic registration of higher education qualification certificates

In order to meet the demand of the reform of higher education, promote a healthy
development and guarantee the quality of it, safeguard the solemnity of qualification
certificates and the State higher education qualification mechanism, and protect the
entitlements of diploma holders, the Ministry of Education decided to carry out, as
from 2001, electronic registration of HEQC. Diplomas registered with the provincial
and municipal higher educational institutions shall be verified and put on record by
the Ministry of Education before they are acknowledged and protected by the State.
The Ministry of Education entrusted CHESICC to take charge of the technical and
day-to-day work involved in the electronic registration of HEQC, their approval, online
inquiries and verifications.

The electronic registration covers State-recognized HEQC, including certificates of
master and doctor, regular and adult undergraduates and vocational training courses,
self-taught examinations, national diploma examinations and Internet-based education.
Items to be electronically filled in include: the name, gender, date of birth, college/
university, major, course level, times of matriculation and graduation, ID certificate,
graduation photograph, comments on graduation/course completion, and the serial
number of the diploma/certificate.
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B Establishment of an Inquiry System for Personal Information on Students Who
Have Borrowed National Student Loan
In line with the spirit of the 10th Conference of the National Leading Group for the Devel-
opment of Science, Technology and Education and as required by the Circular on the
launch of a National Student Loan issued jointly by the People’s Bank of China, the
Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Finance, which says, “Through an online di-
ploma inquiry system, information is to be gathered concerning those students who have
borrowed National Student Loan, and is to be made accessible to lending banks, so that
a credit check system on loan-borrowing students is gradually established.” In 2002, the
Ministry of Education entrusted CHESICC to establish such a system, which was to be
placed under the administration of the Department of College and University Student
Affairs of the Ministry of Education, which is to receive operational guidance from the
Department of Finance of the Ministry and the National Student Loan Administrative
Center.
On July 22, 2002, Vice Premier Li Langing made this directive comment on a Report on
the Progress of Establishing a National Inquiry System on Higher Education Qualification
Certificates, “Work should be expedited and the system will need constant refinement so
as to crack down on diploma forgery. A mechanism on the credit of loan-borrowing stu-
dents should also be established for the healthy operation of the National Student Loan
program.”
In September 2002, phase 1 of the system passed the assessment of relevant agencies.

K FRKFEME EE G FRBLA XG5 A4z
Relevant departments approve the Inquiry System of Persona In-
formation on Students Who Have Borrowed Nationa Student Loan
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B Establishment of Data Warehouse

With the approval of the Ministry of Education, CHESICC formally
started, in June 2002, the construction of its data warehouse, whose
phase 1 and 2 projects had been completed by the end of 2004. At
present the data warehouse adopts such tactics as dual-net access,
double hot standby, load balance, fire wall, tape drive backup system,
and a triple structure with multiple website servers in the front, the
application server in the middle and the database in the back, which
can withstand large access pressure. It has withstood the test of
nationwide online applications for Master’s Entrance Examinations.
According to a pressure test conducted by the China Software Test
Center, the parallel access capacity, without all equipment activated,
exceeded 2000.

HHE2005% LEM+HRs \$ 25
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CHESICC starts coanstruction of phase 1 of the Data Warehouse Software and hardware of the Data Warehouse undergoaing pressure test

B Resources available from the database

Entrusted by the Ministry of Education, CHESICC has established
a National Higher Education Qualification Certificates Information
Database and various student enrollment and admission databases,
covering a total of 31.52 million diploma holders, 17.47 million pieces
of graduate image information, 31.32 million pieces of enroliment
data (including those of regular institutions of higher learning since
1997, those of adult higher education since 2000, those of master’s
candidates since 1997 and those of doctoral candidates since 2000),
and employment data of 4.3 million graduates (including postgradu-
ates since 1992 and graduates from regular colleges, universities
and vocational training schools run by various ministries and com-
missions of the central government since 1994).
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Resources available from the database
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Database on Statistics of Chinese HEQC (By 2004)

FHEX A B
level of courses Number
Dgﬁ;t:gr’s 107328
Mgﬁéir’s 593005
Undeé:r?duates 10120925
Vocational Trgﬁng Graduates 20639800
i%rﬁr/ﬁj&rﬁ 61780
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Database on Statistics of Chinese HEQC (By 2004)
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graduate Education
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REEEHA 14302356
Regular Higher Learning
AABFHR 12437432
Adult Higher Learning
BERFHXEER
Self-taught Examinations / 3876638
National Diploma Examinations
MEHE
Internet-based Education 122788
Unknown
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Data Distribution of National HEQC (By 2004)
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Chart of website services

Data Warehouse on Higher-education Students in China

China Higher-education Student Information Website China Postgraduate Enrollment Information Website
. Platform for Electronic Platform for
Main Channels . . Platform for Payment
Government Social Services
Education Information °ff'°§,§g?§eRme;;E,§%;°"'° Online Diploma Inquiry System Online Payment
Check System for A n .
CHSI Talent Channel Higher-education Freshmen Online Consultation System Pre-paid CHSI Card
. . " Higher education Students™ Inquiry System for Enrollment Plans of i
Online Diploma Inquiry Registration Administrative System Fgeg[J%ar igher Education Institutions Shiei Wzssage SEries
. : : Image Check System for Bulletin Board System for . :
Diploma Verification Electrcgmic HEQC )éegistration Higher education )Ilnstituticns Telephone Information Service
q Online Office System for Ci h ive Reft
National Student Loan Diploma Verif)i(cations Systgmpfg?f Oegtsigr?s ot Tt
i Rey(Tl Management Information System Inquiry System of
Sunlight Entrance Examinations for Natiognal Student Loan bonowing%ludents Grgdl?éteyResource
Information on Graduate Province-based Adult A
Record Exams (GRE) Enrolrl?\}{(l-)m(iePlaa:rﬁng sl;,stem Inquiry System for Undergraduates
: Online Application System for Job Seeking and
Information on Adult Exams Master's Entrance Examinations Recruitment System
Information on Self- taught Enroliment Check System for Inquiry System for Courses
Examinations g Master's Cour);.es Open to GRE Candidates

Online Readjustment System for
Master's Enrollment

Forum on Techniques for Student
Information Administrations

B China Higher-education Student Information Website and China
Postgraduate Enrollment Information Website
The China Higher-education Student Information Website (www.chsi.
com.cn) and The China Postgraduate Enroliment Information Website
(www.chinayz.com.cn) are sponsored by CHESICC and administered
by Student Information Consultation Service Co., Ltd., of which
CHESICC is the holding organization. These websites, depending
on the large data warehouse and integrating various data resources,
have established several electronic government and information in-
quiry systems. The China Higher-education Student Information
Website is the only one for the inquiry of HEQC designated by the
Ministry of Education (Document: Jiaoxue No. [2004] 25).
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B Bulletin of the Ministry of Education to reaffirm
The China Higher-education Student Information Website
As the only website for Higher Education Qualification Certificates inquiries

Since 2001, China has implemented electronic registration of higher education qualification
certificates and the Ministry of Education has entrusted China Higher Education Student Infor-
mation and Career Center under its administration to take charge of services for online inquir-
ies and verifications of electronic registration of such diplomas.

Recently, some lawless elements, taking advantage of the confusion between website names
and domain names, have established websites with names similar to that of the inquiry website
of electronic registration of higher education qualification certificates of the Ministry Education
or have copied relevant content from it, to illegally forge diplomas for sale. In order to safe-
guard the solemnity of the State qualification mechanism and qualification certificates, pre-
vent the public and individuals from being cheated and suffering damage, we hereby reaffirm
that the China Higher-education Student Information Website (http://www.chsi.com.cn) is the
only website for inquiries about Higher Education Qualification Certificates conferred in China
and that China Higher Education Student Information and Career Center is a specialized body
as authorized by the Ministry of Education to carry out verifications of such qualification certifi-
cates or diplomas.

The Ministry of Education of
The People’s Republic of China
July 21, 2004
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B Platform for Electronic Government
The Platform for Electronic Government of the website is sponsored by the Department
of College and University Student Affairs of the Ministry of Education and is managed by
CHESICC.
1.0ffice System of Electronic HEQC Registration It provides provincial and higher edu-
cation institutions’ administrators of student registration and diplomas with submissions,
inquiries, statistics and verification results of the data of electronic registration of diplo-
mas of a particular institution or of a particular province.
2.Check System for Higher-education Freshmen Higher education institutions can check
their respective list of newly enrolled students against the enrollment database of the
Ministry of Education, so that the electronic verification of graduate qualification is done
at the early stage of matriculation, rather than at a much later stage of graduation, effec-
tively regulating the enrollment and operation of higher-learning institutions.
3. Higher education Students’ Registration Administrative System It exercises an active
nationwide online administration of undergraduates’ registration.
4. Image Check System for Electronic HEQC Registration Higher education institutions
and provincial registration administrators know the progress of the collection and colla-
tion of graduates’ images, and who can check their own photographic information via this
system. As a result, the accuracy of image links of electronic HEQC registration is
enhanced.
5.0nline Office System for Diploma Verifications CHESICC and its authorized agencies
complete the whole certificate/diploma verification work flow: application, initial check,
double check, verification report printout and online release of verification reports via the
system. Through this system, a more closely supervised mechanism has been estab-
lished to better regulate the administration and enhance the efficiency of verifications.
6. Management Information System for National Student Loan Borrowing Students It
takes charge of managing submissions, downloading, statistics and inquiries on the in-
formation of borrowing students as collected by the three levels of the Ministry of Education,
provincial/municipal administrators and tertiary institutions.
7.0nline Application System for Master’s Entrance Examinations Examinees shall fill in
the application forms online, and the provincial enrollment offices, the enrollment institu-
tions and application-handling agencies can interchange data in this regard. In this way,
application information is accurate; workload is lessened at the applying locales; and
efficiency is enhanced.
8.0nline Readjustment System for Master’s Enroliment It mainly provides information
for enrolling institutions that have not fulfilled their enroliment quota and for candidates
who meet the national admission criteria but have not been enrolled by the institution of
their first option.
9.Enrollment Check System for Master’'s Courses This system examines whether a
particular postgraduate candidate meets the national enrollment policy for a master’s
course.
10.Forum on Techniques for Student Information Administrations It mainly provides
closed online exchange of working experiences for registrars at the provincial, municipal
and institutional levels.
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B Platform for Social Services
CHESICC has integrated various data resources and opened several internet-based online
service systems for use by examinees, recruiting organizations and the general public. They
are:
1. Online Diploma Inquiry System It provides two service modes: one is for sporadic inquiries
of HEQC data ranging from 2001 to 2004, payable with the mobile phone short message
service, the Telephone Information Service and the PHS; and the other is for batch inquiries of
HEQC data from 1991, payable with the pre-paid CHSI Card, which is registered and pre-paid
online. The setting of search terms is flexible and a management function is available for the
result of inquiries.
2. Bulletin Board System for Higher Education Institutions Through this service, higher educa-
tion institutions can make announcements and administer or update their messages.
3. Comprehensive Reference System for Options for Entrance Examination Candidates The
system, based on admission scores and sequences of previous years, provides would-be stu-
dents with reference information about courses, vocational training schools, colleges and uni-
versities they may want to choose. The system guides applicants in making their choice of
schools and majors based on their score and sequence.
4. Inquiry System for Enrollment Plans of Regular Higher Education Institutions The Ministry
of Education publishes undergraduate enrollment plans by province, institution and major for
examinees’ reference.
5. Inquiry System for Graduate Resources The information on graduate resources nationwide
that the system provides is based on the database of national unified enrollments. It can help
organizations make their plans for recruiting from appropriate schools and majors, with contact
information on the employment offices of the institutions of higher learning concerned offered.
6. Inquiry System for Undergraduates The system helps find the identity of all current students
in higher education institutions nationwide, including postgraduates and undergraduates at
regular vocational training schools, colleges and universities enrolled by all regular institutions
of higher learning over the past five years.
7. Job Seeking and Recruitment System This system carries information about job applicants
whose information has undergone strict qualification check by the national enrollment or na-
tional HEQC database. As a result, the employer’s risk to an applicant’s poor credit is minimized,
the efficiency of recruitment is enhanced and employment cost is reduced.
8. Inquiry System for Courses Open to GRE Candidates It provides information on courses
open to master and doctoral candidates.
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B Platform for Payment

This system provides different payment methods for different systems. Online payment
is available only for the use of the Comprehensive Reference System for Options for
Entrance Examination Candidates, while CHSI Cards are available for the use of the
CHSI Talents(http://rc.chsi.com.cn), such as the Online Diploma Inquiry System, the In-
quiry System of Graduate Resources, the Inquiry System for Undergraduates and the
Recruitment and Employment Administration System. In addition, individual diploma in-
quirers can pay through the mobile phone short message service, the Telephone Infor-
mation Service and the PHS. Following constant improvements of these systems, the
online payment platform will become even more compatible.

CHESICC has issued three types of CHSI Cards:

1. The CHSI Administrative Card is issued (gratis) to provincial and municipal adminis-
trative offices and higher education institutions.

2. Candidate’s CHSI Card is available to entrance examination candidates for use of the
Comprehensive Reference System for Options for Entrance Examination Candidates.
3. Employer’s CHSI Card is issued to recruiting organizations for the use of the various
systems of the CHSI Talents(http://rc.chsi.com.cn).
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B CHSI Talents Channel
CHSI Talents Channel (http://rc.chsi.com.cn) is an important window to the China
Higher-education Student Information Website, which makes various types of infor-
mation available to organizations for use in drawing their human resource plans, tal-
ent recruitments and credit checks. It consists of five main systems -- the Online Di-
ploma Inquiry System, the Job Seeking Administration System, the Employment Ad-
ministration System, the Inquiry System for Graduate Resources, and the Inquiry Sys-
tem for Undergraduates.
The CHSI Talents, depending on the large data warehouse and the platform of the
China Higher-education Student Information Website, fully displaying the resource
superiority of the National Higher Education Qualification Certificates Information Da-
tabase and the various nationwide enrollment, admission and undergraduate
databases, and effectively integrating resources of undergraduates, graduating stu-
dents and graduates of previous years, is gradually building up a national database of
China’s talents who have received higher education, so as to meet employing organi-
zations’ demand for talents of various calibers, and to provide a full-range of services
that cover graduates of the current year as well as of previous years. It also aims at
minimizing recruiting organizations’ bother of unreliable information, enhancing re-
cruiting efficiency and reducing recruiting cost.
The CHSI Talents has a mechanism of strictly checking the qualification and aca-
demic record information of job seekers. Current graduates are to be screened through
the National Enrollment and Admission Database, while the academic records of gradu-
ates of previous years need to pass the verification of the Database for National Higher
Education Qualification Certificates Information. The target clients include both cur-
rent graduates and graduates of previous years.
The Channel’'s service systems are modularized, clearly structured, logically reason-
able and easy to use.
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B Verification of Certificates or Diplomas
As a specialized body authorized by the Ministry of Education to carry out verifications of Higher
Education Qualification Certificates, CHESICC, based on the Database for National Higher Educa-
tion Qualification Certificates Information, the data of which have been collected since 1991 and
have been managed under the authorization of the Ministry of Education, formally launched verifi-
cation services in January 2002. After verification is done, the system will produce an Inquiry Re-
port of Higher Education Qualification Certificates (Verification Report), which is then electronically
registered for online inquiry.
Verifications cover diplomas or certificates of postgraduates, regular and vocational training course
graduates, adult higher learning courses, self-taught examinations, national diploma examinations
and Internet-based education.
Both CHESICC and its authorized agencies accept applications for verifications, provide qualifica-
tion verifications for job seeking, going abroad, going to a higher school and diploma loss, issue
and print Inquiry Report of higher education qualification certificates, in uniform format and sequen-
tially numbered, and provide online inquiries and verifications.

Bl Agencies CHESICC has authorized to carry out verifications are:

Career Guidance Center for Graduates of Institutions of Higher Learning of Hebei Province

Service Center of Career Guidance for Graduates from Tertiary and Secondary Vocational Schools of Shanxi
Province

Career Guidance Center for Graduates of Institutions of Higher Learning of Jilin Province

Service Center for Higher-learning Student Enroliment & Career Guidance of Jiangsu Province

Higher Education Assessment Institute of Jiangxi Province

Career Guidance Center for Graduates of Institutions of Higher Learning of Hubei Province

Higher Education Assessment Institute of Hunan Province

Career Guidance Center for Graduates of Institutions of Higher Learning of Guangdong Province

Career Guidance Center for Graduates of Institutions of Higher Learning of Sichuan Province

Career Guidance Center for Graduates from Tertiary and Secondary Vocational Schools of Yunnan Province
VETASSESS (Vocational Education and Training Assessment Services of Australia)

Career Guidance Center for Graduates of Institutions of Higher Learning of Liaoning Province
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B Major Activities on Student Information Consultations

l. Online Consultation Weeks on the Joint-University Entrance Exam

In 2003, during the unusual SARS epidemic, CHESICC initiated a large-scale nationwide online
consultation week on the Joint-University Entrance Exam, which drew wide public attention. As
requested by the Ministry of Education, this activity became a great success. In 2004, 27 pro-
vincial and municipal enrollment offices and 500 higher education institutions participated in
the Online Consultation Week on Enroliment of that year. During the three stages of the Week,
a total of 3.61 million person times made 248 million clicks and wrote 439130 comments.
Candidates or their parents asked 382529 questions, of which provincial, municipal and school
admission offices answered 312322, accounting for 81.6%.

On May 10, 2005, CHESICC, echoing the Ministry of Education’s instructions on executing the
freshmen-recruiting Sunlight Project and establishing a smooth and effective channel for the
publicity of the enrollment policy and for inquiries, CHESICC opened, on the China Higher-
education Student Information Website, the Sunlight Entrance Examination Information Platform,
which integrates enrollment bulletin board, school announcements, online consultations, in-
quiries about planned enroliments and examinees’ reference for making their choices. Vice
Minister of Education Yuan Guiren sent a congratulatory message on the opening of the Platform,
and Lin Huiging, director of the College and University Student Affairs of the Ministry, sent a
written message on the opening of the consultation week, with more than 1100 colleges and
universities signing up for the participation in the online enrollment publicity on the platform and
online consultations. The successful launch of the platform constituted a great stride for
CHESICC'’s enrollment publicity and consultation services.
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Il. Ministries of Education and Public Security joint press conference on crackdown on
online diploma forging

In April 2004, the Ministry of Education learned and found that some lawless forgers, taking
advantage of the confusion between website names and domain names, had established
websites with their names similar to that of the Electronic Registration and Inquiry Website on
Higher Education Qualification Certificates of the Ministry of Education, or have copied rel-
evant content from it, to carry out illegal diploma forgery and sale. In order to safeguard the
solemnity of the State qualification systems and qualification certificates, prevent organiza-
tions and individuals from being cheated, the Ministries of Education and the Public Security
jointly held a press conference on the crackdown upon online fake diplomas, at which they
exposed forging websites and forging methods and revealed how a “China Certificate Website”
was uncovered. An announcement was issued to reiterate that the China Higher-education
Student Information Website (www.chsi.com.cn) is the only website for the inquiries about
Chinese higher education qualification certificates and that CHESICC is a specialized body
authorized by the Ministry of Education to carry out qualification verifications.
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Leaders and experts listening to pressure test report Online application system and equipment undergoing
pressure test

1. Nationwide Online Applications for Master’s Entrance Examinations

In 2004, the Ministry of Education started experimenting countrywide online applications for
master’s entrance examinations. The Department of College and University Student Affairs of
the Ministry of Education entrusted CHESICC with the studies, development, maintenance,
data security and processing, and technical consultations of the online application system.
During the online application period, 1746000 persons signed up, of whom 1172000 were
approved to sit the examinations. A total of 12.25 million person times clicked the China Post-
graduate Enrollment Information Website 856 million times on aggregate. The highest number
of single-day clicks reached 51.38 million, while the highest number of single-day visitors
reached 1.04 million person times.
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Lin Huiging, director of the Department of College and University Student Affairs of the Ministry of Education; Yang Jialin, deputy director of the
Public Security Administration of the Ministry of Public Security; Wang Xuming, spokesman for the Ministry of Education; and Hu Fugong, deputy
director of CHESICC, attend the press conference and answer questions from the press.
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CHESICC’s Chronicle of Events

April 2001
Dec. 19, 2001
Jan. 1, 2002
Feb. 25, 2002
Mar. 5, 2002
May 16, 2002
June 27, 2002
Sept. 27, 2002

May 7, 2003
June 10, 2003

Sept. 22, 2003
October 2003

June 2004
May 10, 2004

July 19, 2004

Sept. 7, 2004

Oct. 8, 2004
Jan. 5, 2005

Feb. 2005

Apr. 2005

May 10, 2005
May 26, 2005

The Department of Information Consultations was founded formally.

The Online Diploma Inquiry System was opened.

CHESICC formally opened verification service of certificates or diplomas.

Ministry of Education leaders approved the construction plan of CHESICC's data
warehouse.

The Ministry of Education started collecting images of higher education qualification
certificates.

The China Higher-education Student Information Website was registered and opened.
CHESICC started construction of phase 1 of its data warehouse.

The Inquiry System for Information on Students Who Have Borrowed the National
Student Loan opened after passing the assessment by relevant departments.
Establishment of Student Information Consultation Service Co., Ltd. was approved.
Online Consultation Week on the Joint-University Entrance Exam 2003 of the Ministry
of Education was launched.

China Higher-education Student Information Website was granted business license.
Establishment of the Database for National Higher Education Qualification Certificates
Information, which contains data since 1991, was completed.

CHESICC started construction of phase 2 of its data warehouse.

Online Consultation Week on the Joint-University Entrance Exam 2004 of the Ministry
of Education was launched.

The Ministries of Education and Public Security jointly held a press conference on the
crackdown upon online fake diplomas.

The Nationwide Online Application System for Master’s Entrance Examinations passed
pressure test of the China Software Test Center.

Nationwide Online Applications for Master’s Entrance Examinations began.

CHSI Talents Channel opened; CHSI Cards began public issuance; and higher educa-
tion qualification certificates since 1991 became accessible for inquiries.

Office System of Electronic Higher Education Qualification Certificates Registration and
Check System for Higher-education Freshmen were opened.

Department of Information Consultation was divided into Information Division, Techni-
cal Division and Verification Division.

The Sunlight Entrance Examination Information Platform was opened.

CHESICC started construction of phase 3 of its data warehouse.



